
Economic & Commercial Commission  
Meeting Minutes – Sept. 11, 2017 

 
 

Members Present     Members Not Present 
Jay Walsh       Yaser Elkayyal  
Dennis Reidy      Mark Wendling  
Robert Workman      
Dino Sanfillippo     Staff  Present 
Christine Obbagy     Patrick Hoban, Economic Development Mgr. 
Diane Galante      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary 
Richard Osty        
 
Chairman Walsh called the Sept. 11, 2017 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 6:36 
p.m. There was a motion made by Dino Sanfillippo, seconded by Christine Obbagy, to approve the minutes 
from the July 10, 2017 ECC meeting; motion carried. There was a motion made by Bob Workman, seconded 
by Christine Obbagy, to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting; motion carried. 
 
Chairman’s Report – Chairman Walsh outlined some of the projects on the Community Development 
Report with input from Patrick Hoban. Jay stated that he felt that the focus for the committee should be to 
provide guidance and direction to assist Patrick, being proactively directed towards certain projects and ideas 
and thinking about what opportunities could be created in the ECC that could help the village the most. 
Patrick stated that they are going to revive the dealer round table program this winter to get all of the car 
dealers together in a forum to make sure they’re getting everything they need, since they are such major 
retailers. 
 
New Business/Old Business – Patrick briefly discussed the downtown area TIF and that Ehlers was hired to 
do the study to replace the current TIF. He pointed out that we need to do a TIF education and promotion and 
identify areas for development in the new TIF as well as determine what areas need to be demolished. 
He reviewed the Oak Park Ave. playbook and discussed changing the Legacy Code. 
He shared that the Business Retention Specialist should be hired and on staff in the next few weeks. 
The group talked about the facade program lacking standards and guidelines and also discussed ADA and 
sprinkler programs. It was also shared that the village does not have any programs to support small business 
start ups. 
Commissioners discussed these items and offered direction to Patrick on what items they felt should take top 
priority. 
 
Staff Report – Patrick gave updates on some of the new projects in the works. He shared that there’s been 
some developers interested in the Mental Health Center and other locations for a solar field. 
He attended a meeting in which the south suburban airport is being discussed again. They’re looking at it 
now as a potential for freight because of all the action with Amazon and other distribution centers going on 
right now. 
Bringing Amazon Headquarters to Tinley Park was discussed. 55,000 jobs would be created with an average 
salary of $100,000.  
The Strategic Plan process for economic development was addressed; Patrick will follow up with email 
communications to get input from commissioners. 
 
Trustee Report – Trustee Berg was not in attendance. 
 
Comments from the Public – A member of the public shared that it is stated in the financial report that the 
Village has been giving out some loans to local businesses. She also expressed her opinion that we are not 
using our TIFs appropriately. Asked commissioners to be careful of the developers we’re giving money to. 
 
There was a motion made by Dennis Reidy and seconded by Christine Obbagy, to adjourn the meeting. Vote 
by voice call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 


